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Established in 2009, the College of Education and Professional Studies, Alumni 
Awards program celebrates and honors alumni who have excelled in their fields. 
The CEPS Alumni Board will present awards in three categories:
    The CEPS Rising Star Award for an outstanding alumnus who graduated   
within the last 10 years
    The CEPS Leadership and Service Award for an alumnus who have had a sig-
nificant impact in their chosen field, community, or society
    The CEPS Lifetime Achievement Award will be presented to an alumnus who 
has attained distinguished professional success and prominence and who is a 
living role model in the discipline represented by the College of Education and 
Professional Studies. 
All nominees/awardees must be EIU Alumni whose degree is in a program 
within the College of Education and Professional Studies. Nominations are due 
December 15, 2011 and the nomination forms are available online at http://
www.eiu.edu/cepsalumni/nomination.php.
For more information, please contact Mary Bower, Assistant to the Dean, Col-
lege of Education and Professional Studies at 217-581-7796 or mebower@eiu.
edu.
Article by, Andrew Crivilare/Staff Reporter 
The Daily Eastern 
Sounds of ancient song and dance filled McAfee Gym Thursday as members of the 
kinesiology department presented their last installment in “A Futuristic Look Through 
Ancient Lenses: A Symposium on Ancient Egypt” series.
The lecture, “Ancient Egyptian Sports and Dance,” was preceded by closing words 
from Wafeek Wahby, a professor of construction technology, who began organizing the 
event more than two years ago.
“Everything, even good things, must come to an end,” Wahby said. “This symposium 
was meant to take us 5,000 years in the past, then 5,000 years in the future.”
Wahby said he wanted to end the five week long symposiums with the sport and dance 
presentation, knowing that it would bring a different atmosphere and energy to the 
symposium.
“It has been said music is the gift of heaven to earth,” Wahby said. “We wanted a big, 
grand finale with the free mind of gymnastics.”
Jill Owen, chair of the department of kinesiology and sports studies, said the lecture 
gave her department a chance to show a different academic side students may not be 
familiar with.
“We don’t just play basketball and volleyball,” she said. “We do games from other 
countries and other cultures as well.”
Scott Ronspies, assistant professor of kinesiology and sports studies, said Americans 
today and Egyptians of the past valued many of the same qualities in physical activities.
Kinesiology students perform an Egyptian dance
“We’re still 
dancing and 
playing sport 
for the same 
reasons we 
did in 1500 
BC,”
Dr. Scott Ronspies, 
associate professor
DENNEWS
Kimberly Foster | The Daily Eastern  
Egyptian dance story continued on page 5...
eiu 
2
Students in two elementary education methods 
classes at EIU were challenged to ‘log in’ and ‘like’ 
the Ag-in-the-Classroom Facebook page to beat the 
number of students that logged in from SIUC, and 
EIU won! 
This challenge was designed to help the students 
connect to all the opportunities available from Ag-
in-the-Classroom through the updates provided on 
the Facebook page and the link to the home page of 
Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom. 
Though less than two percent of our nation’s population is directly involved in 
agricultural production, a healthy agricultural system is vital to everyone’s daily 
life. Agriculture provides the basic necessities of food, clothing, and shelter, yet 
many take for granted the ease with which these items are obtained. Additionally, 
the important economic impact of agriculture in the United States and the world 
is often overlooked by the growing population of people who may not realize the 
importance of farming. (agclassroom.org.)
Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom is part of a national program designed to help 
students, pre-K through 12th grade, to acquire the knowledge needed to become 
agriculturally literate. Through various programs and resources, educators are en-
couraged to teach more about agriculture and the role it plays in our economy and 
society.
“So many areas of our livelihood connect to agriculture,” said Linda Sherwood, 
professor of education. “How are we going to feed the billions of people here [on 
earth] if we don’t preserve farming?”
Teaching farming in the classroom, Sherwood said, is imperative to the future. The 
inner-city kids, she said, are not connected to agriculture.
Eastern Illinois University has fostered an on-going partnership with Illinois Agriculture 
in the Classroom for over ten years.  Each semester, presenters from the Bloomington, 
IL home office give presentations to pre-service teachers about the need to teach agricul-
ture in the classroom and the free resources available to reach that goal.
“We want our students to embrace agricultural studies so to implement it in their future 
lesson plans,” said Dr. Joy Russell, Department Chair of Early Childhood, Elementary, 
& Middle Level Education. 
By winning the Facebook challenge, the EIU students received various free materials 
such as books, agricultural supplies including the Ag-magazine from Ag-in-the-Class-
room to use in the future. 
Teaching Agriculture in the Classroom
EIU education majors win Facebook Challenge 
“So many 
areas of our 
livelihood 
connect to 
agriculture,” 
Linda Sherwood, professor of 
education.
For more information about Ag-in-the Classroom, visit: www.agintheclassroom.org and check 
them out on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/agintheclassroom.
eiu 
3
Alpha Upsilon Alpha
The honors Reading Association is coming to Eastern 
Rhonda Hiller, senior English major, medieval 
minor, supports the idea of a EIU chapter of 
Alpha Upsilon Alpha.
Founded in 1985, Alpha Upsilon 
Alpha was established to recognize 
and encourage scholarship, to empha-
size the development of personal and 
professional leadership, and to service 
the field of reading at both the under-
graduate and graduate levels.
Dr. Teresita Hunt, Assistant Professor 
of Secondary Education and Founda-
tions, is working towards starting up 
the honors society here at Eastern. 
The EIU chapter will be geared to-
wards instilling a sense of pride for the 
students, said Hunt. She said that the 
honors society will enhance the East 
Central EIU Student Reading Council 
by promoting creativity and open-
ing new doors with which members 
will be exposed to the best and most 
current research strategies. The hon-
ors society advisors will be selecting 
reading majors, practicing teachers, 
literacy coaches, and specialists who 
meet the requirements to become members of Alpha Upsilon Alpha.
“The honor society will allow members to learn even more about their selected field,” 
said Hunt.” It will bring a sense of camaraderie amongst faculty, students, and teachers 
in the area.”
Hunt joined the International Reading Association while working on her doctorate at 
Tennessee State University, and the benefits, she said, are notable. 
“It enhanced my love for reading,” said Hunt. “I want to instill that same love into the 
students; engage them and tap into their personal knowledge. “
Rhonda Hiller, senior English major, medieval minor, said having an honors reading as-
sociation at EIU would greatly benefit not only those who are studying to be educators, 
but also the communities and learning environments that these students will be teaching. 
“Literacy is becoming a facet that needs to be met in every classroom, not just English,” 
said Hiller. “Having an RSO that centers on literacy pedagogy, will help all Education 
majors no matter what their content area focus is.”
This RSO will provide Eastern’s pre-service teachers with the newest information on 
the most effective ways of teaching literacy, said Hiller. She believes that students can 
Story continued on next page...
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“We’re still dancing and playing sport for the same reasons we did in 1,500 BC,” he 
said. “It’s for enjoyment, fitness, competition, and religious ritual.”
Ronspies said Egyptians advanced many elements of sport that are common place 
today, such as the concept of one team invading another’s territory and the idea of 
winners and losers.
“We owe a lot of how rules and regulations work to the Ancient Egyptians,” Ron-
spies said. “Opponents were held in high regard for their spirits and vigor.”
The wealth of information present on Egyptian sporting culture is not available for 
dance, Ronspies said.
“We know they were very good dancers,” he said. “But a painting doesn’t tell you 
much about how the dance was constructed or what it means.”
Ronspies said that unlike modern times, men and women did not dance in pairs and 
that most dances were performed as part of religious rites or ceremonies.
With tambourine in hand, Ronspies had his methods of physical education students 
perform their own interpretation of Egyptian dance as part of the lecture.
“Its our depiction of a dance celebrating the sun god Ra,” he said. “It’s not easy to 
dance in front of your peers and fellow students.”
In comparison, Ronspies showed the presence of dance in modern culture by using 
a clip from the 1984 film “Footloose,” where a  young Kevin Bacon makes a plea to 
the city council to lift a ban on dancing in public.
“These kids want to dance for the same reason kids danced in 1,500 BC,” he said. 
“Nothing has changed in terms of why we express ourselves in terms of dance and 
sport.”
Wahby said that while he looks forward to future symposiums on the ancient world, 
he is happy to have successfully completed this first one.
“I’m breathing a sigh of joy,” Wahby said
Egyptian dance story continued...
  This article was written, edited, and published by the Daily Eastern News
  www.dennews.com/news/campus/egypt-study-ends-with-dancing/article
Reading story continued...
take what they learn into the classroom, and they can share the information gained 
from the RSO with their future colleagues. “Involvement in a RSO that is connected 
to the International Reading Association would also create the awareness for profes-
sional development, which is something that teachers need to keep in mind, said 
Hiller. “There are always new improvements in the field; we as educators need to 
keep ourselves up to date and being involved with the IRA is a good way to do just 
that.”
Hunt predicts that Alpha Upsilon Alpha’s EIU chapter will get started as early as fall 
2012.
Dancing to a similar beat  
“We owe a 
lot of how 
rules and 
regulations 
work to the 
Ancient 
Egyptians,”
Dr. Scott Ronspies, 
Associate professor
Kinesiology and Sports 
Studies
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